
Managing Director’s Board Report
March 24, 2022

Finance

● The finance committee will meet on Monday 3/21  to review the February
monthly financials including year to date revenue, expense updates, and revised
EOY projections. The February report projects a surplus of $652,305.56. The
financial report is included in the board drive for your review.

● Major Expense categories are on track as expected from the prior month.

22 - 23 Draft Budget

The 22-23 budget process began in January with the development of a process to create a
school wide budget template for input from all staff.   All staff members were given the
opportunity to identify and request instructional supplies and equipment so that they can
successfully meet student needs and support academic excellence in the classroom.
Building principals and school administrators reviewed requests to ensure they aligned
with school goals and needs.  The Managing Director partnered with CSP to roll up the
school level inputs to present the first draft of the 22-23 budget to the board finance
committee at their meeting scheduled for 3/21/22. We anticipate sharing the first draft of
the budget at the March 24, 2022 budget meeting and continue to refine the budget before
final approval.

Contracts for Financial Services

The audit contract from CPA, Rebekah Barr is included in the board drive for your review.  This
contract would renew Ms. Barr as our auditor at the same rate as the prior year.  Also included is
the updated renewal agreement from Charter Success Partners outlining the changes and
increased costs of 12.5%.

Board Approval is requested to approve the contract with Rebekah Barr, CPA and renew
her services to complete the audit for FY 2022.

Board Approval is requested to approve the contract with Charter Success Partners for
Financial Service support.



21-22 Enrollment

The PMR 6 report was submitted to the state on 3/7//22.  Enrollment for this reporting period
was 1,335 students.  Summarized below is the breakdown by grade.

Grade # of Students

K 100

1 105

2 99

3 105

4 103

5 106

6 103

7 99

8 102

9 109

10 114

11 96

12 94

Total 1335

Summarized in the pie charts below is the demographic breakdown of ethnicity in our student
population compared to Durham Public Schools. As you can see from the data shown below
Voyager has a significantly lower representation of Hispanic and Black students.



Academic Updates

Project Based Learning

The Department of Public Instruction and Office of Charter Schools visited Voyager Academy
on March 10, 2022 to spend the day learning more about our Project Based Learning curriculum.
Voyager was selected along with 3 other schools throughout the state to assess and evaluate
authentic learning initiatives so that they can share instructional strategies with other schools
statewide.  Dave Machado, Director of the Office of Charter Schools, and Dr. Angie Mullennix,
Director of Innovative Practices and Programs met with our teachers, administrators, and
observed students engaged in project work.  They were provided with documents showcasing our
PBL planning template, PBL sample project plans, driving questions by school, and general
information about Voyager Academy.  We also shared links to online student PBLwork, as well
as our virtual tour, brochure, and highlight video.  The agenda for the PBL visit with the state is
linked here for your reference. Below are photos highlighting some of the student projects.

https://www.voyageracademy.net/project-based-learning/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FDnURYkTo02K2J_A7-DqZwQrct4wx5zO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114698135241282787471&rtpof=true&sd=true


North Carolina 2021 School Report Card Results and Comparative Data

For the 2020-21 school year, the U.S. Department of Education and the North Carolina General
Assembly (Session Law 2021-130) waived requirements for reporting the school-level
accountability model and School Performance Grades; including achievement and growth. A
condition of the federal waiver requires continued support for schools previously designated as
Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) and Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI).
Likewise, Session Law 2021-130 requires continued support for schools and districts identified
as low performing based on data from 2018–19 school year.

When possible, any stakes associated with the test results should be minimized. Schools and the
state were not held to the 95 percent participation rule as required by the Every Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA), but as a condition of the federal waiver, states were to report participation
disaggregated by student subgroups. The disaggregated participation data were reported (1) for
eligible students who took the tests and (2) for eligible students who did not take the tests.
Voyager met the 95% participation requirement for our 2021 testing process. Summarized below
is a chart comparing school report card proficiency results by subject for Voyager, similar charter
schools, DPS, and the state. Top scores are highlighted in green.



2021 SCHOOL REPORT CARD COMPARISON

School Math Reading Science Bio Eng II Math I Math 3

Voyager 53.0 69.9 88.8 56.1 85.9 51.5 69.8

Falls Lake 47.5 67.5 76.5 51.3 72.1 22.2 33.7

East Wake 44.1 61.5 68.8 42.4 74.5 31.9 58.1

Excelsior 41.9 63.0 68.3 26.8 NA 13.3 NA

Roxboro Community 69.3 67.7 83.7 79.8 85.6 49.3 70.7

DPS 25.9 38.5 49.2 35.5 46.6 13.5 31.2

State 40.0 45.6 62.2 45.6 58.5 25.1 44.6

EVAAS Results

The SAS EVAAS report below illustrates the 2021 growth results for Voyager Academy on state
end of year testing. These reports allow us to measure student growth as well as student
achievement.  Student achievement is reported in Norma Curve Equivalents or scale scores and
does not reflect  proficiency levels on state exams. It is important to look at growth as well as
achievement to ensure our students make continuous progress.  There are additional data reports
that drill down to additional levels of detail that allow us to use the data to inform future decision
making and support our teaching staff.

It is exciting to see that even in the midst of the pandemic with a combination of remote and
in-person learning our Voyager middle school students exceeded expected growth in math,
reading, and science when combined across all grade levels.  The high school students also
exceeded growth expectations in English II, Math I, and Math 3.





State Update on Learning Loss

The State Board of Education was updated on  a new study assessing what the state’s Department
of Public Instruction (DPI) is calling the “impact of lost instructional time” on North Carolina
students due to COVID-19. The study found an impact in almost every subject. Michael Maher,
executive director of the Office of Learning Recovery & Acceleration at DPI, stressed that
COVID-19 alone was responsible for the results. He said that most students made progress. It
was just slower during the pandemic than it would normally have been. Students who went to
school in person where “specific and targeted resources and supports” were in place did better
than those who stayed totally remote. “These findings are critical to understanding how we
continue to work towards recovery and acceleration statewide,” said State Superintendent of
Public Instruction Catherine Truitt in a press release.

In contrast to many studies that compare pre-pandemic students’ performance with current
students’ performance, this study projected how students would have performed had COVID-19
never happened. Maher and his team then compared that with how those same students actually
performed. According to the report, the only subject where the impact of COVID-19 wasn’t felt
was English II. And students’ results were especially impacted in math. The report states that,
during the pandemic, students of all races and ethnicities did less well than expected, and
existing disparities were exacerbated. Similarly, the gap between students who come from
economically disadvantaged backgrounds and other students widened. The report states that this
was especially true in fourth, sixth, and eighth-grade reading, and fifth-grade math.

The report will go on to the General Assembly. The Office of Learning and Recovery intends this
to be the first of many levels of data analysis related to the pandemic. Maher said during last
week’s webinar that the next phase will be to work with districts on their data so that they can
focus recovery work on students “disproportionately impacted” by the pandemic.

Voyager Academy 2021-2022 Testing Calendar

Voyager Academy Testing Plan 2021-2022

Professional Development Update

● Implementation of Bridges Math for 4th & 5th grade (training before summer)
● Working with NCDPI to schedule PBL Training for all staff
● Crisis Prevention Institute Training with Leadership Team and EC teachers

Personnel Update:

We anticipate 3-4 openings in each building due to retirement, moves, and career changes.
Anticipated Openings for 22-23 include:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19-mo1gVXdsDu7qnJb32RVw5_5esuPIAaZ2ZuNwC1-rA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13fQeM0kDXjyMFh9S5SN-Ij_Suop7wjydK0kPiX5RQM8/edit


○ K Teacher
○ 3rd Grade Teacher
○ 5th Math, SS, Science
○ 6th Grade ELA - candidate selected
○ 7th Core Connections
○ HS CTE - Business/Marketing
○ HS English
○ EC Teacher
○ Before and After Care
○ Bus Drivers

We are in the process of evaluating additional staffing needs to support our academic, social, and
emotional needs of our students.

Board Approval is requested to approve Cortney Morrow as the 6th grade ELA Teacher
for the 22-23 school year.

Operations

EC Contracts

Contracts with our existing EC Service providers have been revised and the 22-23
agreements are included in the board drive for your review.

EC Contract comparison 2021 to 2022-23 school year

Vendor 2021-22 year 2022-23 Year

A place to grow-Occupational
Therapy services

$72, 765 $76,750
(5% Increase) extra duties
added

Art Therapy $70.00session Same rate

Getty Psychological Services $125.00hour $135.00  Hour + Travel
(8% increase)

Talk About it (Speech
Therapy)

$55.00 hour not to
exceed 85,000=2 providers

Same rate

Invision services for the Blind $83.00 an Hour
+ Travel

=Not to exceed $9,500 yearly

$88.99 an Hour + travel
Not to exceed $6,800 yearly
Decrease



Voices Together
(Communication program)

$3,000 for 3 classes weekly Same rate

Victoria Smith (Physical
therapy)

$125.00 hour
Same Rate

Board Approval is requested to approve the following contracts for EC
Services:

Kim Getty - Psychology Services
Art Therapy Institute - Art Therapy
Voices Together - Music Therapy
Invision Services - Teacher of the Visually Impaired
A Place To Grow - Occupational Therapy
Victoria Smith - Physical Therapy
Talk About It - Speech Therapy

Copier Contract

A revised contract has been negotiated with Gray and Creech to reduce our copier
lease expense.  The new agreement reduces our per copy rates for overages and
increase our volume limits.  There is a 3,886.92 annual savings as well as the
addition of a free cloud print server and 20 student laptops.The revised agreement
is in the board drive for your review.

Board Approval is requested to approve the revised contract with Gray &
Creech for our copiers.

Handbooks

The employee handbook and parent student handbooks were reviewed by the
leadership team and input from all staff was solicited to make recommendations for
updates and changes for the 22-23 school year.  The draft was reviewed with the
governance committee for input and additional revisions.  The final draft is in the
board drive for board members to review.



Board Approval is requested to approve the 22-23 Employee Handbook and
the 22-23 Parent/Student Handbook

22-23 Application and Lottery Process

The lottery was held on 3/4/22 for the 22-23 school year.  We had over 1,900 applications for
208 open seats. To date 75% of seats offered were accepted. Families have 10 business days to
accept their seat and complete the required enrollment paperwork. The waitlist will automatically
be updated with changes in the SchoolMint system throughout the enrollment period and
additional offers made by grade level as needed. We look forward to having new families join
our community next year. We have a new family tour planned for April 27, 2022 in all three
schools.

National School Lunch

○ 2nd Technical Review with State Consultants & Nutritionist 4/21
○ Students Eligible for Free/Reduced

■ Free - 184
● By Application- 40
● By Direct Certification - 144

■ Reduced - 104
■ 20-21 School Year - Free 134   Reduced 131

● Lunch Program Month of February
○ Student Meals Ordered - 812

■ Free Meals-349
■ Reduced Meals - 31
■ Paid Meals - 393
■ Staff Meals - 2

● Enrichments
○ Session - Feb. 7th - May 16th
○ 8 Active Enrichment Classes
○ 105 Participants

● Summer Camp
○ Enrollment: 90 Total sessions sold as of 3/16
○ June 6th - June 30th
○

Security and Safety Drills

Student safety continues to be a top priority in all of our schools. The safety team will meet to
review and make any needed recommendations to update our safety protocols and procedures.
AED devices are located in each of the school buildings. An additional AED device was recently
added to the Hock House to ensure we have access to emergency equipment if needed.



Outlined below is a summary of the drills held since our last board meeting to practice critical
emergency preparedness.

● Fire Drills held in each building on 3/2/22
● Severe weather tornado drill was held on 3/9/22

COVID UPDATE AND RESOURCES

Voyager has seen a significant decline in COVID cases during the last few weeks as the Omicron
surge subsides.  We saw a sharp increase of cases in January totaling 188, declining in February
to 33, and only have 10 reported cases as of 3/17/22.  Durham County has also experienced a
significant decline. Durham County positive test rate has gone down to 1.8% and is now
considered to be at a low transmission level of community spread. The latest available weekly
reflection on Durham COVID results is included in the board drive for your review along with
links to other COVID resources below.

NCDHHS March Update

StrongSchools Toolkit
Strong Schools Recommended Changes Effective 3/17/22
StrongSchools FAQ
Duke ABC PPT 3/8/22

Voyager Covid Guidelines FAQ

Covid Sick Child Guidelines and Policy

Voyager Mask Policy

Community Connection - Donations of Equipment

Voyager Academy applied for and was awarded to be an active Program member of the NIEHS
Direct Donation Program. (National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences).
We selected items from their warehouse in RTP in February and were able to acquire between
$80,000 and $100,000 worth of equipment and picked it up this month.
.
Equipment ranged from  furniture and file cabinets to autoclaves, microscopes, centrifuges big
and small, 3D routers, cases of pipettes for science and ports for lab computers, and high tech
projectors as well. Voyager will be going back in April and October of next year to identify if
any new equipment meets our needs.  Our permit is valid until December 15th 2022. Pictured
below are some of the donations we’ve accepted.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ahs_xQ3x1x017h3sDD4DMWa4tm38FLfQ/view?usp=sharing
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMTEuNTE2MjE0MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURVc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1qQXhNVEV1TlRFMk1USXlPVEVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMMk52ZG1sa01Ua3VibU5rYUdoekxtZHZkaTl0WldScFlTOHhOalF2Wkc5M2JteHZZV1FpZlEuTDBSb0ZGVmZIZFFvUnEyT3NFcGtBZHZpNEJuZlhaSGFfd0xlY3kwZzZIay9zLzEwMTg1MDEwNjMvYnIvMTI0NTYyMDA3ODg1LWwifQ.7wf-0XOhfxwGihYMFgdK-fyFOQo-utg_ccJcLr-jRXA/s/1182280227/br/124572143086-l
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13hSqCS7xVmZoob4Z9BL1t45Uu_V1V7j6/view?usp=sharing
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMTEuNTE2MjE0MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURZc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1qQXhNVEV1TlRFMk1USXlPVEVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMMk52ZG1sa01Ua3VibU5rYUdoekxtZHZkaTl0WldScFlTODBNREV2YjNCbGJpSjkuY0hSOHZPbFVVbHczX3ZJNmFuMDQ2bjV2ampWUVQyUjJGX29zRGxMWVFtcy9zLzEwMTg1MDEwNjMvYnIvMTI0NTYyMDA3ODg1LWwifQ.86f5hT_jgobkXWDGBwRETIFBGIa7AMQb88sbyGB_uEM/s/1182280227/br/124572143086-l
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1G5Ax0xZWgd2KCMKael4wVUZmIPYXM-TQ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114698135241282787471&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.voyageracademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/COVID-19-Guidelines-FAQ.pdf
https://www.voyageracademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Voyager-Academy-COVID-Sick-Policy.pdf
https://www.voyageracademy.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Voyager-Academy-Mask-Policy.pdf


Upcoming Events:

3/18 - MS Pictures
3/24 - Board Meeting
3/21-3/25 - Science Week at Elementary
3/28-3/29 - Remote Days for students
3/31-4/6 -   MS Check In #3, Final Check In
4/5- Elementary Art Show 5:30 pm
4/6 - HS Project Exhibition Night
4/6- Elementary Spring Pictures
4/11 -4/18 Spring Break
4/19- EOY M-Class Assessments Begin
4/20 - Parent Enrichment Night: Nourishing Children with
Picky Eating Behaviors (6:30p) [final session for this academic year]
4/22 – PTO Spring Fling
4/27 - New Family Get Acquainted Day
4/28-Kindergarten Parent Orientation
4/28 Board Meeting
4/30- Chick-Fil-A Book Drive 7 to 7



PRINCIPAL REPORTS - Building Initiatives and Academic Updates

Elementary School

Academic Data for March 2022: Mid YearMath Assessments for each grade level were
completed at the end of February.  The data of the mid year math assessment is listed below:

2021-2022 MOY Math Results

Third Quarter Report Cards: The third grade period concluded on March 11, 2022.
Report Cards were issued on March 18, 2022.  Listed below is a summary of the various
standards that were taught during the third grade period:

Language Arts- Topics Assessed this Quarter: Kindergarten

Skills:
Units 5 & 6
I Can… follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.
I Can… demonstrate a spoken understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds.
(Phonemic Awareness)
I Can… speak audibly to express thoughts and feelings clearly.
I Can… demonstrate a basic understanding of print.
I Can… identify my letter sounds.
I Can… write my lowercase letters.
I Can… segment and blend simple words.

Knowledge:
Unit 6: Native Americans
I Can… ask and answer questions about a non- fiction text (with prompting and support).
I Can… tell the main idea and details of a non-fiction text.

Unit 7: Kings and Queens
I Can… retell familiar fairy tales and stories.
I Can… identify characters, settings, and plots of familiar fairy tales and stories.

Unit 8: Seasons and Weather
I Can… ask and answer questions about a non- fiction text (with prompting and support).
I Can… identify the main idea and details of an informational text.

Math- Topics Assessed this Quarter: Kindergarten

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ry_fur9a1aBGhb2D8nhHL4HDZVSDX4woLfDSF49hCCU/edit?usp=sharing


I Can… sort objects into categories.
I Can… count the number of objects sorted into categories.
I Can… write numbers from 0-20
I Can… count to 100 by 1’s
I Can… count to 100 by 10’s
I Can… count objects one by one, assigning one number to each object. (1 to 1
Correspondence)
I Can… name the last number counted without recounting. (Cardinality)
I Can… count forward from a number other than 1.
I Can… describe objects around me using shape names.
I Can… correctly name different 2D shapes regardless of their size or orientation.
I Can… count up to 10 objects arranged in a line, circle, or rectangular array.
I Can… identify one group of objects as more, less, or equal to another.
I Can… decompose numbers less than or equal to 10 in different ways.
I Can… solve addition and subtraction problems within 10.

Project Work- Topics Assessed this Quarter 3:  Kindergarten

I Can… compare characteristics of animals that make them alike and different from other
animals and nonliving things.
I Can… compare different types of the same animal (i.e. different types of dogs, different
types of cats, etc.) to determine individual differences within a particular type of animal
I Can… compare characteristics of living and nonliving things in terms of their: • Structure
• Growth Changes • Movement • Basic needs

Language Arts- Topics Assessed this Quarter: First Grade

Skills:
-writing letters neatly and with correct letter formation
-write 3-4 sentences on a topic using learned spelling patterns
-Identifying all letters and sounds (including blends and digraphs)
-Blending and segmenting words with learned spellings (short vowels, magic e,
blends/digraphs, vowel digraphs (ee, ou, oo, oi, and aw)).
-reading and spelling tricky words (I, a, no, of, all, are, is, so, said, some, says, to, two,
the, do, from, no, word, were, who, of, one, once, have, when, why, what, which, where,
was, they, their, there, could, should, would, because, down)
-identifying nouns in phrases that name a person, thing, or place
-identifying proper nouns in phrases
-identifying verbs in phrases and changing tenses
-beginning to read phrases, sentences, and stories with fluency
-reading for purpose and understanding
-answers comprehension questions about the text that has been read
Knowledge:



Unit 5: Early American Civilizations
-Identify where and how the Maya, Aztec, and Inca people lived
-Explain the importance of farming, religion, and leaders to early American civilizations
Unit 7: Animals and Habitats
-Explain the difference between living and nonliving things
-Identify characteristics of a particular habitat
-Compare and contrast different habitats
-Describe animal adaptations and how they help an animal survive in their habitat
-Explain why and how habitat destruction can cause extinction
-Write an informational text using descriptive words to tell about a specific animal

Math- Topics Assessed this Quarter:  First Grade
*Please note that students are being assessed for appropriate progress, not mastery, until the 4th
quarter.

-understanding teen numbers are tens and some ones
-reading and writing numbers within 30
-counting to 100 by 1s
-counting to 100 by 10s
-adding and subtracting multiples of ten
-identify dimes, nickels, pennies
-solving addition and subtraction story problems with sums to 20
-solving for the unknown in an addition equation (5 + ? = 8)
-using strategies to add with sums to 20
-using the relationship between addition and subtraction to add and subtract
-order 3 objects by length
-measures using smaller object with no gaps or overlays
-measures using whole unit

Language Arts- Topics Assessed this Quarter: Second Grade

I can spell /er/ ‘ir’, ‘ur’ and ‘er’
I can spell ‘ow’ for /oe/ or /ou/
I can spell ‘y’ for those these sounds: /y/, /i/, and /ie/
I can write a persuasive letter that involves common and proper nouns.
I can read and spell irregular nouns and verbs

Project Work- Topics Assessed this Quarter: Second Grade

I can name an important person from the 1800s and explain their contributions.



Unit 5- War of 1812-
I can explain why the War of 1812 began.
I can name who our 1st-4th presidents are.
I can name the outcome of the War of 1812.
Unit 6- Westward Expansion-
I can explain the reasons settlers moved west.
I can describe the journey settlers had to take to move.
I can describe what a new settler’s life was like.
Unit 7- Civil War-
I can explain why the Civil War began.
I can name the outcome of the Civil War.
I can describe the significance of the Underground Railroad.
I can name our 16th president.

Math- Topics Assessed this Quarter: Second Grade

Unit 5-
I can solve one step word problems using addition and subtraction strategies within 100.
(2.OA.1)
I can demonstrate fluency with addition facts within 20. (2.OA.2)
I can read and write numbers to 1,000 using base-ten blocks, word form, and expanded
form.. (NBT.3)
I can identify the hundreds, tens, and ones place in a three digit number. (NBT.1)
I can count to 1,000 & skip-count by 5s, 10s, and 100s. (2.NBT.2)
I can fluently add and subtract within 100.(2.NBT.5)
I can compare two three-digit numbers using the >,=, and < symbols. (NBT.4)
I can mentally subtract 10 or 100 from any number, 100 - 900. (NBT.8)
I can solve word problems with dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies. (MD.8)
I can use the $ and ¢ symbols correctly. (MD.8)

Language Arts- Topics Assessed this Quarter:  3rd Grade

Reading Literature: Unit 4: The Ancient Roman Civilization 5: Light and Sound
-Read and comprehend informational text



-Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring to the text
as the basis for the answers
-Answer questions and provide evidence from an informational text
-Determine the main idea and supporting details of a text
-Define and determine the author’s point of view
-Reads with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension
-Use context clues for word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary
-Understands the meaning of new words and vocabulary in the text
-Compare and contrast two texts
-Find key ideas and details in the text
-Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening

Foundational Skills:
-Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words
-Decode multisyllabic words
-Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension
-Read on-level text with purpose and understanding
-Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary

Writing:
-Create readable documents with legible handwriting.
-Demonstrate command of the conventions of spelling, grammar, capitalization and
punctuation
-Produce clear and coherent writing
-Writes a complete sentence
-Organize information and ideas around a topic to plan and prepare to write
-Use transition words and phrases to signal event order
-Provide a sense of closure
-Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of  view with reasons
-Write informative /explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and
information clearly
-Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an
organizational structure that lists reasons -Develop the topic with facts and details
-Use linking words and phrases to connect opinion and reasons
-Provide a concluding statement or section
-Use the writing process to plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish the final piece.
-Take and organize notes
-Research and write a newspaper article

Speaking and Listening:
-Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly
-Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others



-Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion
-Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate
elaboration and detail
-Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly in complete sentences at an
understandable pace

Language Standards:
-Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking; Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing
-Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening
-Choose words and phrases for effect
-Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and written
standard English
-Identify nouns, verbs, adverbs,  and adjectives
-Identify meaning of root words
-Use conventional spelling patterns when adding suffixes
-Write words using spelling patterns and rules for regular and irregular plural nouns

Math- Topics Assessed this Quarter: Third Grade

Overall Math Proficiency
-Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
-Reason abstractly and quantitatively
-Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others
-Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning
-Use appropriate tools strategically
-Recall from memory all products of two 1-digit numbers

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten
-Fluently add and subtract with sums and minuends to 1,000 using strategies based on
place value
-Model with mathematics

Operations and Algebraic Thinking
-Interpret products of whole numbers, write story problems or describe problem
situations to match multiplication expressions or equations
-Interpret quotients of whole numbers, write story problems or describe problem
situations to match division expressions or equations
-Solve for unknowns in multiplication and  division problems involving 3 whole numbers
-Interpret products of whole numbers
-Interpret quotients of whole numbers



-Write equations with a letter standing for an unknown quantity to represent two-step
story problems
-Solve two-step story problems using addition, subtraction, multiplication, and/or division
-Solve multiplication and division story problems with products and dividends to 100
involving situations of equal groups, arrays, and measurement quantities
-Fluently multiply and divide with products and dividends to 100 using strategies

Measurement and Data
-Solve story problems involving addition of time intervals in minutes
-Solve story problems involving subtraction of volume measurements given in liters
-Solve story problems involving addition, subtraction, or multiplication of mass
measurements given in grams
-Estimate and measure liquid volume in liters and milliliters; estimate and measure mass
in grams and kilograms

Geometry
-Identify rhombuses, rectangles, and squares as quadrilaterals
-Identify shared attributes of shapes in different categories
-Group shapes in different categories according to shared attributes that define a broader
category
-Construct and draw quadrilaterals that are not rhombuses, rectangles, or squares
-Demonstrate an understanding that a square with a side length of one unit is called a
“unit square” and has 1 square unit of area
-Demonstrate an understanding that unit squares can be used to measure the areas of
other plane figures
-Demonstrate an understanding that a plane figure that can be covered without gaps or
overlaps by n unit squares has an area of n square units
-Measure the area of a plane figure by counting the number of square units that cover it,
with no gaps or overlaps
-Find the area of a rectangle with whole number lengths by tiling it
-Demonstrate that the area of a rectangle with whole-number side lengths can be found
by multiplying the side lengths.
-Solve story problems involving finding the area of a rectangle
-Recognize area as additive, find areas of rectangles by decomposing them into
non-overlapping rectangles and adding the areas of the parts

Elementary Highlights: What Great Things Are Happening at Voyager Academy

First All School Assembly of the 2021-2022 School Year: VAES was able to host its first
all school assembly on March 8.  The Atlantic Coast Theater Company visited our campus
and presented a 50 minute play entitled The Fairy Tales Grimm.  This was a wonderful way
for our school to celebrate Read Across America Week.



Science Extravaganza Week: VAES will be hosting its first Science Extravaganza Week
March 21-25.  The students will enjoy a week of science and engineering activities with a
culminating Science Event on Friday, March 25.  Each grade level will participate in 5
rotating science/engineering centers and will participate in our elementary egg drop
challenge.  We are thrilled to have the Durham Fire Department partner with us as they
assist us with our Egg Drop Challenge.

March is National Reading Awareness Month: March is National Reading Awareness
Month.  We will be encouraging students and families to read, read, read.  Will you join us?
Think about setting aside time each week for the entire family to stop what they are doing
and READ.  It will make a difference.  The more your student reads, the stronger student
they will become. We created a school calendar to encourage fun and special reading
times for each day of March.

Multiplication Challenge: Mr. Manning and Mrs.Weiland challenged all the 3rd graders to
a Multiplication Challenge.  The students have been learning the 1-5 multiplication tables
and then the students tried to beat Mr. Manning and Mrs. Weiland in a fast draw challenge.
Mr. Manning is still the King of Multiplication, but the second round of the challenge is
coming up in April.

Chick-Fil-A Book Drive: VAES will be partnering with Chick-Fil-A on Roxboro St. on
March 30th as we host a Spring Book Drive.  Chick Fil-A will be collecting new and gently
used books from 6:30 am until 4:00 pm.  The book donations will help VAES provide some
summer reading materials to our families and a portion of the books will be donated to
McKinney-Vento National Center for Homeless Education.

CFAFlyer.pdf

VAES Art Show: VAES will be hosting its first Elementary Art Show on Tuesday, April 5
from 5:30 to 7:00.  Mark your calendar now for this exciting event.

It’s an ART SHOW_ 2022 Spring Art Show

Campfire and Ukulele Unit: Students in grades K-3 have been enjoying a wonderful unit
in music related to campfire songs and how to play a ukulele.  Ask your student to share
one of their favorite campfire songs with you.

https://photos.app.goo.gl/51EUKSyisRHYuTScA

PBL Celebrations: Students in grades 2 and 3 shared the knowledge they have gained
during project work during an amazing Project Celebration that was held on March 11.
Way to go Vikings!  First Grade hosted their PBL animal unit on March 18.  We were thrilled
to invite parents to the building to observe the student knowledge celebration.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gu5QfX3AKAmPOr7Ld7hJsHWBpKWMIZWR/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yJuFk7h7VYQ0uAbPJC-87_nJxu4GeZ7Vc1NWWlwIkHs/edit?usp=sharing
https://photos.app.goo.gl/51EUKSyisRHYuTScA


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HhlAZvG1dVxQ4mYuweItTNZptnp2Xvhr/view?usp=sharing

Parent Night: VAES is currently working on plans to welcome our newest Viking families
to our campus.  Our leadership and kindergarten team will be hosting a WELCOME TO
KINDERGARTEN NIGHT  in late April for all new kindergarten families.

Middle School:

Academics - The middle school will complete Check Ins on the following days: March 31, April
1, April 4, April 5, and April 6.  Once we receive the Check In results for the third round we will
determine the increase in scores from Check In 2 with Check In 1. We will also be able to look at
the holes we might have in reading, math and 5 and 8 grade science.

Third quarter report cards were emailed to parents on Friday, March 18.  The majority of our
students made an increase in at least one subject area.  We did have a few students drop in 1
subject area and that has been address with the students by Mrs. Johnson.  Mrs. Johnson has
some of the students working in her office to ensure work is completed.

Initiatives:

Our 4th and 5th grade teachers will receive training this summer as we have adopted the Bridges
Curriculum for the coming school year.

Celebrations/Accomplishments for Teacher:
I am so very proud of our teachers as many of them have shared PD with our entire staff.
Teacher Led PD has been great this year.  Teachers are also working on a Vertical Alignment
session in which teachers of each subject area will meet together.

Celebrations/Accomplishments:
Third quarter Project Celebrations were shared by 5th graders, 6th graders and 7th graders.  The
project displays and presentations were terrific.

Our 8th graders met with High School staff to learn about 9th grade classes and have begun the
Course Selection and Registration process.  What an exciting time for our 8th grade students.

Our 7th grade science teacher, Lauren Copley, is prepping her students for a Science Fair.  They
will soon be in the process of creating their projects that will be displayed in the gym.  We will
also have parents come into the school, YAY, to enjoy the Science Fair.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HhlAZvG1dVxQ4mYuweItTNZptnp2Xvhr/view?usp=sharing


Our Instrumental Music teacher, Kristin Sawyer, is planning a Talent Show that will show case
the students in Instrumental Music along with other students.

High School

Course Registration for 2022-23
The course registration process has begun. Process summary:

● Beginning of March – March 11: Students complete a “Course Planning Form” on which
they select courses. This produces a course planning document listing the courses they
selected.

● March 15 – March 21: Using the course planning document, students register for classes
in PowerSchool.  Courses and sections are offered based on enrollment.

● April – Begin work on the 2022-23 Master Schedule.

Project Exhibition Night (April 6, 2022)
One of the “Gold Standards” of the project based learning process is the creation and exhibition
of a public product, as students share their work with the community. Project Exhibition Night is
a proud and strong tradition at VAHS. This Spring, Project Exhibition Night takes place on
Wednesday, April 6th, from 5:30pm-7:00pm. Come see student projects in action and on full
display.

Testing
● ACT took place on March 1
● Mid-term exams took place March 9 and 10
● AP exams begin May 2
● Final exams May 19 – 25

Graduation
Graduation is on Schedule for May 26, 2022 at the Carolina Theatre. Board members will
receive invitations.

https://www.pblworks.org/blog/gold-standard-pbl-essential-project-design-elements

