Voyager Voices

The “Newsletter Naming” contest was a big success! Congratulations to Natalie Hollon, who
won a $50 gift card to Barnes & Noble for the winning name. Recognition also goes to Ebonie
Thomas and Jacob Green as 2™ and 3™ runner ups. Great job, Vikings!

From the Principal's Desk...

| hope everyone had a very happy Thanksgiving holiday.
As we enter the month of December, our children will
have many distractions that may keep them from
focusing totally on their school work. Please help us
keep our children focused on learning by limiting the
number of outside activities that they participate in this
month. December is an exciting time of the year.
However, we want to continue to challenge our children
academically during this holiday season.

Please note the following

1. As we enter the winter months we may encounter
inclement weather that could affect our school
schedule. Please remember that Voyager Academy
will follow the Durham Public Schools decisions
concerning inclement weather. Therefore, if
Durham Public Schools is closed for inclement
weather or is on a delayed schedule, Voyager
Academy will also be closed or on a delayed
schedule. When a decision is made concerning
inclement weather, an automated message will be
sent to each family.

2.  We have some students who have accumulated a
large number of tardies. Furthermore, we are also
seeing an increase in the number of students being
checked out from school early. Parents, please
remember our school day is 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
It is important that all of our children are in school
for the entire
school day. Please schedule appointments
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after school or at a time that school is not in
session.

3. A big thank you to our parent volunteers. Because
of you, we are able to give our teachers breaks at
lunch and during recess, reduce the amount of
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day, and provide our students with tutors during
the school day. A school such as ours relays heavily
on parent volunteers. Your support is greatly
appreciated.

4. Please support the Food Drive that our students
have planned and organized. We will be collecting
canned foods and other non-perishables for the
Durham Rescue Mission. The food drive begins
Monday, November 26 and ends Friday, December
7™ Our goal is to collect 1,200 items.

-Carl Forsyth

Seventh Grade Recyclingdm

We all try to do what we can to make the world a better
place. At Voyager, we all look for ways that we can help
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their part by heading up the recycling efforts for the
school. At the beginning of the year, the students
decorated boxes for each classroom. Every Friday,
students gather recycled materials from each room (and
the teacher workroom and office ¢ both places with a
lot of paper to be recycled!), bring it back to our room
and sort it. We have just begun weighing paper and
containers and we have seen an increase in the amount
of material recycled. The students do a wonderful job
with this important service project.
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PTA News...

Thank you very much to all those parents that have
made contact with the various committee chairs.
The support has been overwhelming! We truly
appreciate your efforts in making Voyager Academy
the best school in the state!

As you are volunteering in the school, we would like
to remind everyone of a few things. First, the school
dress code applies to all students, faculty, staff
AND parents visiting the school. We, as the adults,
are role models for our children; please make sure
that you comply with the school dress code when
volunteering at school. Remember this applies to
chaperoning school field trips! Secondly, academics
are the priority of Voyager Academy. Classroom
disruptions due to unscheduled visits hinder the
learning environment. Likewise, conversations and
people in the hallways can be a distraction to the
learners. Please move quickly and quietly through
the building to your volunteer destination. As
always, please make sure to check-in and out at the
main desk.

At our last PTA meeting Nov. 19", we were pleased
to have Dr. Beth Briere of Success in Mind speak to
us about the unique learning styles of children, and
how to make each child successful in school by
recognizing the way he/she learns. It was a
knowledge-building presentation and we thank all
who attended.

For more information, visit the All Kinds of Minds
web site at www.allkindsofminds.org.

Lisa Parker was elected treasurer at the beginning
of school. Unfortunately, her work schedule and
other commitments required that she resign from
that position. We went back to the original
nominees and we are pleased to announce that
Cindy Lopossy has answered the call. Cindy can
be contact at hairchopper4@aol.com.
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Athletics News...

Viking Club Fundraising:

Memberships: $5/person. Please join!
Season passes for basketball: $50/family.

Send checks/names to school:
Attention Viking Club.

Dec. 3" - Chic-Fil-A Day - Our goal is to raise
$250.00. If we meet this goal Mr. Forsythe will wear
the cow suit the following morning!

Are you ready for the cold weather? The Booster
Club is selling Sport Hoodies! Check out our board
outside the gym for more information. We also have
sports apparel coming soon on our website as well
as order forms.

Also keep an eye out for information on our
upcoming dance.

Miscellaneous...

PHOTOS NEEDED - Please collect any and all
photos from school events for possible use in the
yearbook. These can be photos from class parties,
sporting events, assemblies, etc. Included with
photos should be event name, class/grade/teacher
(if applicable) and any other pertinent info.

CAR LINE VOLUNTEERS - Volunteers are still
needed for the afternoon car line. Please contact
Ada Glenn if you are able to help out,
adagreg@verizon.net.
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